
PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Becky Barnhill 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Apple family  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses) 

* HYMN OF PRAISE   Angels from the Realms of Glory, vs. 1&2 #220 

GIVING OF OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS                                                                

SPECIAL MUSIC/OFFERTORY                                Becky, Karen and Melody 

* DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  #95 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION   in unison 

God of Creation, Your angels announced the birth of Your Son to 

simple shepherds, who ran to worship the Christ Child. He would 

later be adored by kings who followed his star to the place where 

he lay. You give Your gifts to rich and poor alike. Each gift from 

the heart is blessed by You, every act of love brings joy to You. May 

the gifts we offer and the love we share honor You this season and 

every day of our lives. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Tom 

PENNY MARCH & DISMISSAL TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

SCRIPTURE     Luke 2:8-20 Liturgist 

HYMN OF RESPONSE   While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks #236 

SERMON                    The Lowly Shepherds Pastor Tom 
 

* HYMN OF COMMITMENT      The First Noel, vs. 1&2 #245 

* BENEDICTION  Pastor Tom 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Greeters: Bob Hill 

 David & Julie Hilliard 

Acolytes:   

Liturgist: Becky Barnhill 

Organist: Jan Duggins 

Pianist: Linda Sims 

Music Director: Melody Ossi 

Tech Team: Andy Henderson, Grant Wilson, Rylan Nyberg,  

 Lyndsi Apple, Austin Apple 

Children’s Church: Nicole Apple, Amanda Moore, Dallas Cockrum,  

 Kennedy Cockrum 

Youth Director Ashley Cain 

Communion Stewards:  Herman Hutchinson, Myrna Jones, Ann Beltz 

Secretaries Dee Adams, Leisa Schneider 

Custodian: Tonya Reed 

Pastor: Dr. Thomas R. Logsdon 

Suggested Bible Readings for the Coming Week 
Today Luke 1:46b-55 Micah 5:2-5a Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45 

Monday Psalm 113 Genesis 25:19-28 Colossians 1:15-20  

Tuesday Psalm 113 Genesis 30:1-24 Romans 8:18-30  

Wednesday Luke 1:46b-55 Micah 4:1-5 Ephesians 2:11-22  

Thursday Luke 1:46b-55 Micah 4:6-8 2 Peter 1:16-21  

Friday Psalm 96 Isaiah 9:2-7 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14 

Saturday Psalm 97 Isaiah 62:6-12 Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2:8-20 

Sunday Psalm 148 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 
26 

Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:41-52 

 

 
 

* Please stand as you are able                Please silence cell phones 

Thank you to today’s worship team! 

December 19, 2021 



                            THE LOWLY SHEPHERDS 
 

Dr. Thomas R. Logsdon, Pastor 

First United Methodist Church 

122 West Poplar Street 

Harrisburg, Illinois 

December 19, 2021 
 

The Scripture 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. Luke 2:8-20 (NRSV) 

Sermon Outline Notes 

I. THE FIRST NOEL 
 

One of the most exciting things about the Christmas story is that the message of Christ’s 

birth came: not to Caesar, not to Herod, not to the High Priest, but to a group of poor and 

simple               . 
 

Herod heard about it from the Wise Men. The High Priest heard about it from Herod. 

Caesar didn’t have a clue, even though it was his proclamation that brought Mary and 

Joseph to                        in the first place. 

II. NOT THE MOST POPULAR PEOPLE 
 

                          were despised by the religious establishment of their day. 
 

• Caring for critters is hard work. They had no        for the meticulous handwashing 

rules and laws of the Pharisees. 

• Sheep eat on the          , just like any other day. Someone has to feed and lead 

them to water. 
 

By the time of Jesus, many seem to have forgotten that the greatest Jewish king of all –

David – started out as a            , just like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob before him. 
 

A                      himself, David knew the intrinsic nobility of caring for sheep, and thus 

began his greatest Psalm with these words, “The Lord is my               , I shall not want.” 
 

What better place to announce the birth of the Great                   King’s greatest successor 

than a hill full of                  ? 
 

III. NO ORDINARY SHEPHERDS 
 

To guarantee a ready supply of perfect offerings, the Temple at Jerusalem pastured its 

flock about 6 miles (8.9 kilometers) south and a little west of Jerusalem – on the hills 

overlooking a little town called                      . 
 

It was the Temple                 , not             , who first had the opportunity to “Behold the 

        of          , which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) 
 

Worthy is the        , who was slain. (Revelation 5:12) 
 

You are worthy, . . . because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for 

God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them 

to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth. 

(Revelation 5:9-10) 
 

Jesus is not simply the successor to the Great                        King, he is also the 

Sacrificial           , born without blemish and offered for the sins of the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Verse 
 

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:10-

11 (NRSV) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Dec 2021  
Sun  Dec 19 -9 am-Sunday School; 10 am-Worship – 4th Sun. in Advent  
  Dec 19-Greeters: Bob Hill / David & Julie Hilliard                                             

     Dec 19-5:30-7:30p—Youth / Christmas Party  
Tues  Dec 21-NO Pastor’s Bible Study  
Wed     Dec 22-NO Pastor’s Bible Study  

Dec 22-NO Kids Own Worship 
Fri          Dec 24-5:30 pm-Christmas Eve Worship Service 
Sat         Dec 25-Christmas Day! 
 
Sun  Dec 26-9 am-Sunday School; 10 am-Worship  
 Dec 26-Greeters: Jeff and Melinda Jones / Myrna Jones & Karen McClusky 
     Dec 26- NO Youth   
Tues  Dec 28-NO Pastor’s Bible Study  
Wed     Dec 28-NO Pastor’s Bible Study  

Dec 28-NO Kids Own Worship                                                                                                               
Fri          Dec 31-New Year’s Eve 

 
 
 

 
 
Jan 2022  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  

~  PRAYER TOOL  ~ 
WEEKLY PRAYER REQUESTS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Prayer requested for Bishop Frank Beard, who is recovering from eye surgery.                                                                                                             

Prayer requested for Dr. Howard White (Pastor of Carbondale First UMC) who has experienced a major 

stroke and for his church family.                                                                                                                      

Doris requests prayer for her husband, Bill Cook.                                                                       

Prayer requested for The Family of Colleen Johns, who passed-away.                                                                        

Judy Evrard requests prayer for her brother, Scott Rister, who is having surgery to remove a brain tumor. 

Patty Evans requests prayer for her Father-in-law, Larry Evans, who is in the hospital w/pneumonia.     

Sharon requests prayer for her husband, Tom Fleege, who recently had surgery.                                 

Dee Adams requests prayer for great-great-grand-daughter, Halsey Simmons, who is in the hospital.   

Bob & Chali are requesting prayer for our daughter-in-law, Kim Lane, she had a malignant tumor 

removed from the roof of her mouth and is waiting to see if she will need radiation therapy.                                                         

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________                        

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Please make your check to First United 
Methodist Church with “December 10 Tornado” on 
the memo line. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  


